Workpackage 2: Macro-level analysis of food supply chain dynamics and diversity

Objectives
1. To get a general overview of the territorial diversity of the socio-economic dynamics of food supply chains regarding sustainability and transparency in relation to their socio-institutional environment. This includes:

· Approaches to and organisational forms of food supply chains;

· Policies and regulations with respect to sustainable food production in general and food supply chains in particular;

· Stakeholders' perceptions of and involvement in food supply chains.

2. To assess the general performance (sustainability, transparency, trust) of food supply chains.

3. To identify major bottlenecks with respect to improving the collective performance of food supply chains towards sustainability.

Methodology and study materials
The work for this workpackage is divided into 6 consecutive tasks:

1. WP2 Methodology: The workpackage co-ordinator UNIGLOS (P2) will develop, in collaboration with the scientific co-ordinator P1, a methodology for the workpackage. The provisional sets of indicators (D2 - see WP1) will serve as input for the development of the methodology of WP2. The methodology for the workpackage will include the following aspects:

· The kind of literature to be reviewed: e.g. policy documents, scientific papers, empirical descriptions, etc.;

· A guideline for assessing the reviewed literature;

· The kind of actors to be interviewed: e.g. policy-makers, consumer organisations, environmental groups, farmers' unions, retailers, researchers, etc.;

· A guideline or questionnaire for conducting the interviews;

· A framework (i.e. detailed table of contents) for the WP2 national reports.

2. Literature review: All participants (P1-P7) will carry out a review of literature on different aspects of food supply chains to assess the socio-economic dynamics of food supply chains in relation to their socio-institutional environment (e.g. policies, regulations, institutional arrangements, stakeholders' perceptions and actions).

3. Interviews: P1 to P7 and S1 to S7 will conduct interviews with different experts and stakeholders to complete the macro-level analysis of the socio-economic dynamics and performance of food supply chains. At national level the participants and their subcontractors will decide on the allocation of interviews.

4. Project co-ordination meeting 2: In month 8, after having completed the literature review and the interviews, P1 to P7 will meet to exchange research findings and to assess the kind of feedback wanted on the provisional results of WP2 from the target groups at the first national seminars (see WP8).

5. WP2 national reports: Based on the literature review (task 2.2), the interviews (task 2.3), the decisions made at the second project co-ordination meeting (task 2.4) and the feedback from the target groups at the first national seminars (task 8.3) national WP2 reports will be written by P1-P7 in collaboration with S1-S7.

6. WP2 synthesis report: Based on the national reports P2, in collaboration with P1, will write a synthesis report, which will: 

· stress the diversity of approaches, socio-economic dynamics and socio-institutional settings with respect to food supply chains;

· identify the main similarities and differences between countries or European regions regarding these topics;

· assess the performance of different forms of food supply chains;

· identify major bottlenecks and opportunities for enhancing the performance of food supply chains.

Deliverables
D2.
Workpackage 2 methodology (R - CO)

D8.
National reports on food supply chain dynamics (R - PU) ( input for WP1, WP4 & WP7

D10.
WP2 synthesis report on food supply chain dynamics and diversity in Europe 


(R - PU) ( input for WP1, WP4 & WP7

Milestones
This workpackage contributes to M2 (see WP3 and table 4 for a description of M2).
