Workpackage 4: Case study methodology

Objectives
1. To develop a methodology for conducting in-depth qualitative and quantitative studies of food supply chains. 

2. To develop methodologies for assessing the dynamics and performance of food supply chains.

3. To select 2 cases per country, ensuring that together the case studies are representative for the diversity of food supply chains in the participating countries.

4. To develop a national research plan, based upon the overall case study methodology.

Methodology and study materials
1. Draft methodology: In collaboration with P1, P4 will develop a draft version of the case study methodology.

2. Selection of cases: In each country the participants in collaboration with their subcontractors select 2 case studies. They will  present their proposed cases by means of a brief description of the food supply chains they intend to study. 

3. Project co-ordination meeting 3: All participants and their subcontractors will meet to comment on, discuss and fine-tune the draft version of the methodology. At this meeting the complete collection of proposed case studies will be discussed to assess whether all case studies together represent the diversity observed by means of the macro-level description and analysis (WP2). Important criteria for assessing the representativeness are organisational forms of food supply chains, success and failure and sustainability issues (e.g. environmental aspects, economic aspects or socio-cultural aspects).

4. Final case study methodology: After the meeting P4 (in collaboration with P1) will develop a final version of the case study methodology.

5. National case-study research plans: All participants and their subcontractors will translate the case study methodology to their national context. This may, for instance, include the translation of questionnaires (for interviews or surveys) into the national language. All participants and their subcontractors will develop national research plans, entailing e.g. the persons to be interviewed, the number of interviews and surveys, the division of work between the participant and its subcontractor, etc.

Deliverables
D13.
Overall case study methodology (R – CO) ( input for WP5
D14.
National case study research plans (R – CO) ( input for WP5

Milestones
See workpackage 6.
